3-5  Elective Descriptions  First & Second Quarters - 2009-2010 School Year


	WRTZ:  SCHOOL NEWS TODAY
	  

COMPUTERS/MEDIA
	  

The main goal of this course is the production of a daily school news program, utilizing the school's closed-circuit TV system. Students video tape and report about news-worthy activities and events in the school. Their articles may include the use of technologies such as I-Movie video editing and PowerPoint slide shows. Skills they will practice are writing informative reports, summarizing activities and developing appropriate questions for interviews.
	  

3-5
	  

twoQ
	  

S
	  

	WELCOME TEAM
	  

SOCIAL STUDIES/HEALTHFUL LIVIN
	  

Students apply, interview and are hired to be a member of this prestigious team.  Members learn skills of cooperation, communication, leadership and responsibility.  They develop confidence as they provide school tours to Powell visitors, introduce performers on-stage, and welcome new students to the school and to classrooms.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	THEATER PRODUCTION
	  

DRAMA/LANGUAGE ARTS
	  

AUDITION REQUIRED - Students will participate in the production of a play. Students must commit to an evening performance.  after school practice may be required.
	  

3-5
	  

twoQ
	  

S
	  

	SPEAKING OUT: Public Speaking & PowerPoint
	  

COMPUTERS/SOCIAL STUDIES
	  

Students learn to develop informative and persuasive presentations and to use PowerPoint to enhance and support their public speaking. 
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	Spanish: Continuing 3-5
	  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
	  

Designed for students who have successfully complete beginning Spanish.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	Science Investigations I
	  

SCIENCE
	  

Scientific Inquiry...students in this elective will use the scientific method to study, experiment and test their hypothesis. After taking Science Investigations I, students may also take Science Investigations II.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	Science Investigations 2
	  

SCIENCE
	  

Continued study using the scientific method to solve problems and support hypotheses.  Science Investigations I is a prerequisite. Please do not sign up for this elective if you have not taken Science Investigations I.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	RECREATIONAL GAMES
	  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	  

This course is designed for the student who is interested in a variety of activities that do not emphasize completion.  The student will find activities in dodge ball, wiffle ball, shuffleboard, frisbee, horseshoes, tetherball, and board games challenging and enjoyable.  The teacher will select from this variety of activities according to facilities and equipment.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	READING ROUND-UP
	Language Arts 
	TEACHER RECOMMENDED - This elective will increase children's interest in reading. Students will learn a variety of helpful reading strategies to utilize while reading for understanding. "The more you read the better you read the better you read the more you read"! (This is a teacher recommended elective, your child’s schedule will be marked if s/he is recommended for this class.)
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	READERS OF THE ROUNDTABLE (GRADE 5)
	  

Language Arts
	  

READERS OF THE ROUNDTABLE 5TH 
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

R
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	POTTERY 3-5
	  

VISUAL ARTS
	  

Explore and create with clay, one of the oldest art media known to man. Using slab-building, pinch pots, coil building, and sculpting techniques, students will create original pieces.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	POETS' CAFE
	  

DRAMA/LANGUAGE ARTS
	  

SOMETHING IS GOING TO HAPPEN, I TELL YOU I KNOW...Poerty is an adventure that takes you everywhere you can imagine. We will explore poetry by performing it. This elective culminates in a Poets' Cafe: The lights dim, family and friends sit at tables covered in poetry, eating pastry and waiting to experience our poems, waiting for SOMETHING TO HAPPEN...
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	PIANO 1 & 2
	  

MUSIC
	  

Piano I students will learn the rudiments of piano during quarter one. In quarter two they will continue to play progressively harder compostions that include bass cleff with the left hand and treble cleff with the right hand. Students will be encouraged to practice parts at home. After completing piano 1 & 2 students may take Piano 3 in the third quarter, and RE-MIX  4th quarter.
	  

3-5
	  

twoQ
	  

S
	  

	PHOTOGRAPHY II
	  

COMPUTERS/MEDIA
	  

Digital photography: PHOTOGRAPHY I REQUIRED
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	PHOTOGRAPHY I: TAKE A LOOK (Shutterbug)
	  

COMPUTERS/MEDIA
	  

Students will be introduced to digital photography as a means of communication. Their visual perception will be enhanced through exciting class projects. Students will practice basic camera skills, take pictures and learn how to manage and manipulate the images on the computer.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	ORFF Key I & II
	  

MUSIC
	  

With the Orff Key elective, students will sing classic children's songs while accompanying themselves on pitched percussion instruments.  These instruments incluce, maribas, glockenspiels (bells), and metalaphones.  Students will also learn to harmonize while singing.  Students will also perform various world rhythms on percussion including hand drums, tambourines, clave sticks, triangles, and more.   This group meets for half a year and will be giving a concert in the spring. 
	  

3-5
	  

twoQ
	  

S
	  

	ORCHESTRA II /ADVANCED  (YEAR-LONG)
	  

MUSIC
	  

This course will be a continuation of Beginning Orchestra.  Emphasis will be placed on both individual and group instruction. Solo and ensemble performances will be encouraged.
	  

3-5
	  

Year
	  

S
	  

	ORCHESTRA /BEGINNING (YEAR-LONG)
	  

MUSIC
	  

Learn to play the violin, viola, or cello in this course.
	  

3-5
	  

Year
	  

S
	  

	One Book One School 
	  

LANGUAGE ARTS/ARTS
	  

One book is purchased for all students in the school K-5, and is shared in the classroom, specials and at home. This elective will build on student ideas from the story, to enhance the school-wide, one book one school experience. A celebration and culminating evening event, based on the story, and research on related topics, is performed for the entire school. If you are interested in acting, singing, dancing, writing or theatrical design, this is the course for you.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	NOW YOU'RE TALKING:Amateur Radio
	  

MEDIA/SCIENCE
	  

Have you ever heard of Marconi? In the 1800's he invented "Wireless" Communications! Learn about the Science and Math of radio while working toward a Ham Radio Technicians Class License. We will learn all the parts of a radio, how to send radio signals and lots more! STUDENTS WHO WISH TO TAKE THE TECHNICIAN'S TEST MUST REGISTER FOR PART TWO DURING 3RD QUARTER.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	NEW GAMES 3-5
	  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	  

Students will participate in a wide variety of games suitable for this age level. Based on the philosophy, "Play Hard, Play Fair, Nobody Hurt," these games will promote the development of leadership ability in a cooperative group setting. Stamina and agility will be developed, as well as social interaction skills.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	 

	NARNIA -2 - AG
	  

Language Arts
	  

A continuation of the study THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA, students in this elective will read later books in the series, starting with book four, THE SILVER CHAIR. The author, plot, setting, and major themes will be explored. This elective will combine both reading and creative writing experiences. Students should not select this elective unless they have read the first three books.
1.4 The Silver Chair (1953) 
1.5 The Horse and His Boy (1954) 
1.6 The Magician's Nephew (1955) 
1.7 The Last Battle (1956)  
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	NARNIA - AG
	  

Language Arts
	  

An introduction to the CHRONICLES OF NARNIA, students in this elective will read and discuss the first of the series, THE LION, THE WITCH, AND THE WARDROBE. The author, plot, setting, and major themes will be explored. This elective will combine both reading and creative writing experiences.
1.1 The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (1950) 
1.2 Prince Caspian: The Return to Narnia (1951) 
1.3 The Voyage of the Dawn Treader (1952) 

	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	MATH MAGIC  3rd/4th/ 5th Grade- Teacher recommendation only
	  

MATHEMATICS
	  

Give numbers a second chance. This course will enrich and strengthen students' mathematical skills. Students will explore interesting topics as they practice basic operations.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

R
	  

3 

	LOGIC AND PROBLEM SOLVING - AG
	  

MATHEMATICS
	  

Thinking and reasoning skills are practiced in this course. Students discover techniques for solving problems through appropriate activities, that include logic puzzles, deductive thinking exercises, the scientific process, and flow-charting.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	LIFETIME SPORTS
	  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	  

Develop the habit of mind to stay healthy for a lifetime!
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	LET'S MAKE A MILLION!
	  

MATHEMATICS
	  

Bill Gates, look out! Students will learn about the Stock Market and follow their money on the stock exchange.  Students will also learn the operations of a company as they write a constitution, elect board members, sell stock in their company, and make and sell a product.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	KITCHEN CHEMISTRY
	  

SCIENCE
	  

In this course the students will learn, through many exciting experiments, about simple scientific phenomena, such as physical and chemical changes; states of matter--solids, liquids and gases; and the cause and effect of heat.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	JUST GRAMMAR
	  

Language Arts
	  

Students will improve their writing skills by learning and experiment with grammar rules.  Students will work on sentence structure, noun/verb agreement and other essential writing standards.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH 3-5
	  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
	Learn the basics of Spanish.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	GYMNASTICS 1 3-5
	  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	  

This course is designed for the student who has an interest in investigating and developing basic gymnastic tumbling and apparatus skills. Students will have the opportunity to learn rolls, balances, stands and stunts on mats, balance beam, even and uneven bars, rings, and vaulting horse. They will gradually improve in individual balance, flexibility, coordination, strength, and endurance. Safety and spotting techniques will be especially emphasized.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	GROW IT!  GARDEN DESIGN
	  

SCIENCE
	  

Students will learn and participate in the basic elements of garden design and will study the science and culture of plants. Students will study plant identification, ground preparation, plant placement, planting and plant maintenance and growth. They will conduct experiments as they grow plants from seeds and propagate plants
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	GREAT INVENTORS
	  

SCIENCE/SOCIAL STUDIES
	  

Students will learn about inventors and inventions of the 19th and 20th centuries through research and classroom activities. 
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	FREAKY FRACTIONS
	  

MATHEMATICS
	  

How may slices of pizza do I get? Study mixed numbers, improper fractions, and proper fractions. Learn to add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions. 
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	DISCOVERING SOUTH AMERICA  
	  

SOCIAL STUDIES/FOREIGN LANGUAG
	  

Explore South America, through the study of the Spanish language and culture.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	DIGGING FOR LEARNING  Teacher Recommended
	  

Language Arts
	  

Learn more about everything when you practice using reading clues and math strategies to dig for understanding!
	  

K-2
	  

twoQ
	  

S
	  

	DANCE: JAZZ
	  

DANCE
	  

This course is designed to give an introduction to the technique of jazz dancing. The focus will be on rhythmic perception, balance, coordination and improvisation. A brief history of jazz dance will also be introduced.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	Dance, Create, Perform
	  

DANCE
	  

Dance, Create, Perform is a new elective that combines fitness, dance technique, and performance.  Powell is one of two elementary schools in the county to offer this unique elective.  In this class, students will learn about Ballet, Modern Dance, Jazz, African, Latin, Step, and Musical Theatre dance styles.  There is also a concentration on choreography and dance production.  There will be a culminating performance that highlights student work. 
	  

3-5
	  

twoQ
	  

S
	  

	Curriculum Connections & OfficeTools
	  

COMPUTERS/MEDIA
	  

Students learn to utilize the basic tools of MS Office including Word, PowerPoint and Excel, and apply these tools to 3-5 North Carolina curriculum activities. 
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	Cinderella Around the World
	  

Language Arts
	  

Pack your bags, grab your passport.  We are on a literature world tour to find Cinderella. Is she Appalachian, Creole, Chinese, Egyptian or Jewish? Who helps her with magic? Is it a fairy godmother, fish, turkey or dove? You will meet many different multicultural "Cinderellas" in this elective. Did you know there are over 1,500 versions of the Cinderella story dating back to the first century? Today there are 350 variants of the Cinderella tale. In this elective you will visit the seven continents and read a "Cinderella" story from many different countries while completing many activities and projects during the world tour.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	BOOK  CLUB
	  

Language Arts
	  

This is an elective which allows students to read and discuss their reading in small groups.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	BIRDS  
	  

SCIENCE
	  

This course offers a close look at the characteristics and adaptations of this fascinating group of vertebrates. Birds of prey, songbirds, marine, and freshwater fowl will be studied. Students will conduct research projects, construct bird feeders from recycled materials, and keep a record of birds observed during this course.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	BEGINNING BAND (YEAR-LONG)
	  

MUSIC
	  

Learn to play a musical instrument heard in a band. 1. Woodwinds - flute, clarinet, alto saxophone. 2. Brass - trumpet, trombone. 3. Percussion - bells (with mallets) and drums.
	  

3-5
	  

Year
	  

S
	  

	BALLET
	  

DANCE
	  

This course is designed for students with a basic knowledge of ballet. As a continuation of INTRODUCTION TO BALLET, students will be given the opportunity to increase their knowledge of basic skills, terminology, choreography, and history.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	AUTHOR STUDY
	  

Language Arts
	  

Read, Read, Read-- What makes a great author? Take this elective to study authors who write great stories.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

R
	  

4 

	ASTOUNDING ARTISTS
	  

VISUAL ARTS
	  

Through a study of astounding artists' lives and works, students will create their own "masterpieces" using a variety of art media and methods. Observing works of art by Vincent Van Gogh, Henri Matisse, Georgia O'Keeffe, and Georges Seurat will enable students to see and understand each artist's unique style.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	Art & Architecture
	  

VISUAL ARTS and SOCIAL STUDIES
	  

A new elective
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	ANIMALS IN ART
	  

VISUAL ARTS/SCIENCE
	  

Students interested in animals will have the opportunity to research, draw, paint, model, and cut to portray prehistoric, real, and imaginary animals.
	  

3-5
	  

oneQ
	  

S
	  

	ADVANCED BAND (YEAR-LONG)
	  

MUSIC
	  

This course will include instruction on woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments begun in Beginning Band. Emphasis will be on individual and group instruction. Solo and ensemble performances will be a vital part of this course.
	  

3-5
	  

Year
	  

S
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